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BDLOPXMFEHFNFOUT!!

I dedicate this book to the memory of all of my 
freedom-fighting ancestors, both known and unknown.  

In the struggle for Black self–determination, I am 
proud to stand on their shoulders, for my work is an exten-
sion of their work.  

I also dedicate this book to the present generation 
of young Black males who bear the brunt of the conse-
quences of being raised wrong and educated worse. The 
insight that is widely needed to address their troubled be-
havior is provided in this book on their behalf.  

I would like to thank all of my family members and 
closest friends for supporting me and giving me needed 
space as I worked towards completing this book.  

I would especially like to acknowledge my parents 
Richard and Regina Clay, my grandmother Lily Mae 
Waller, my step–grandfather Curtis Martin, my deceased 
grandmother Eunice Clay, and my deceased grandfather 
Clarence Waller; for sincerely raising me as best they pos-
sibly could.  

Thanks to all of you who have supported my work 
over the years and enlightened me on the topics that are 
covered in this book, including the staff members and the 
students at Detroit’s Northwestern High School.  

I must also thank Marcia Battles for her invaluable 
assistance with editing, desktop publishing, and computer 
technical work.   

Finally, and with the utmost gratitude, I must ac-
knowledge my mentor Kenny Anderson; for inspiring me to 
write this book, for his writing the Afterword; his skillfully 
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designing the front cover graphics, and his patiently as-
sisting me with editing, research, and concept develop-
ment.


